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Comparison of Short- and Long-Term Carbon Reduction Targets 
 

The debate around carbon emissions reduction targets has often focused on long-term goals.  However, at the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference in Bali in 2007, the more urgent debate was focused on short-term 
targets to ensure political accountability and urgent action. As the Bali Action Plan notes, a “delay in reducing 
emissions significantly constrains opportunities to achieve lower stabilization levels and increases the risk of 
more severe climate change impacts.” 
 
This chart* is meant to provide a quick look at short-term emissions reduction targets of various climate policies 
in relation to one another and, more importantly, in relation to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change's 
recommendations for developed countries in order to limit atmospheric parts per million of carbon dioxide 
equivalent to 450 and global temperature increase to a maximum of 2ºC.  
 
 
 2020 2050 Notes 

IPCC¹ -25% to -40%  -80% to -95% Reductions for developed countries 

European Union2 -20% to -30% -60% to -80% Will commit to -30% by 2020 if international 
agreement is reached 

United Kingdom3 -26% to -32% -60% Review of 2050 target in 2009  

Germany4 -36%  Will commit to -40% if EU commits to -30% 

Netherlands5 -30%   

US: Lieberman-Warner S. 30366 -4% to -6% -50% to -57%  

US: 1Sky At least -25% At least -80%  
*All percentages are below 1990 CO2eq emission levels 
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