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1Sky Climate Action Parties: Getting Started 
 

1. Set Things Up 
• Make a guest list: Include family, friends, coworkers, and people from organizations 

you belong to, such as your local place of worship.  
• Set a date: We’re recommending October 1st – October 3rd to kick off a fall of action. 
• Pick a time and venue: To maximize attendance, we recommend holding your meet-up after 7 

p.m. on weeknights or during the late afternoon on weekends. Consider hosting your event in 
your home, your public library, local coffee-shop, or other public place.  

• Post your event in your district’s page at http://local.1sky.org so people in your area can find 
your event. 
 

2. Recruit Your Community 
• Here are some tips on recruiting people in your community to come to your house party.  

Remember, not everyone is connected to the Internet!  
• PHONE: The single best way to reach people is by giving them a call.  Put in some calls to all 

your interested friends, and contact our national organizer Ada at ada@1sky.org for a list of 
people in your area to call and invite.  You can also remind people about the event with a phone 
tree.  TIP: start with friends and family. 

i. FLYER: Type up a short blurb that includes your party’s time and location and a 
sentence about 1Sky and post the flyer in high-traffic areas all over town—especially near 
the venue—and distribute it at local gatherings and events. 

ii. ONLINE: Don’t forget to go to http://local.1sky.org and click the orange button to 
“message group” within your congressional district with the details of the event. 

iii. OFFLINE: List the party on your community calendar or other local listserves. Many 
public access radio or television stations will advertise too. 

iv. PERSONAL: Email and phone all of your friends and co-workers to let them know about 
your meet-up! 

 
3. Figure Out Logistics and an Agenda 

Consider having food and drinks at your party, and refer to our sample agenda attached to plan 
your program.  You may want to invite your guests to bring food and make it a potluck.  If you’re 
inclined, consider renting one of these environmentally-focused movies: 11th Hour, a Sea 
Change, An Inconvenient Truth, Kilowatt Ours (or any other ones you enjoy), to keep folks 
entertained after the main part of the house-party. 
 

4. Download and Print Handouts and Materials 
Consider downloading our brochure and policy analysis for people to look at as you review them.  
You can find them at http://www.1sky.org/resources.    

 
5. Let us Know How it Goes! 

Once you have your meet-up, let us know how it goes by e-mailing local@1sky.org so we can 
help your organizing efforts and learn ways to improve these gatherings!  Consider writing a 
guest blog about how it went and sending it over – don’t forget to take pictures! 

 

 



	  

1Sky House Party: Sample Agenda 
 
7-7:15 Introductions over food and drinks 

Each person should introduce themselves and say where they are from, and why they 
came to your House Party or are interested in climate change.  Make sure to have a sign-
in sheet so you can capture attendees’ contact information. 

7:15-7:20 Review the agenda 

7:20-7:30 Introduction to Climate Politics and 1Sky  

For background on the campaign in general, check out various resources at 
http://www.1sky.org/resources.  For our most recent policy updates, check out blog at 
www.1sky.org/blog.  Consider printing out a few resources couple for people to share.  
Remember to frame your meeting with the urgency of now! 

 
7:30-7:45 Make the Call.  Have everyone take out their phones and call up their Senators to 

demand bold climate policy as soon as possible.  It’ll be helpful to practice doing some 
sample calls so people don’t feel nervous.  You’ll probably end up leaving messages, but 
those are just as good.  A call script is attached.  Encourage each person to call both 
Senators’ offices (and have those numbers at the gathering!)  Be sure to track the 
numbers of calls you generate so we can tell the national story of our collective impact. 
 

7:30-8:00  Discussion and Planning Action 

We are in one of the most important moments on climate in this country.  In the weeks 
and months ahead, we need to build a climate movement clamoring for change and 
holding our Senators accountable to taking strong action.  A great opportunity to keep 
the momentum going is October 24th: this is an international day of action where 
activists across the country will hold visibility events, demonstrating support for passing 
strong legislation at home to ensure success at the upcoming international climate talks 
in Copenhagen.  Use this time to start planning an October 24th event! 

 
8-8:30 Closing 

• Feel free to screen a climate-focused movie for your guests. 
• Plan a time to meet again, and ask someone to host the next meeting.  Review any 

actions that people committed to, and send a follow-up e-mail with thank yous and next 
steps. 

• E-mail local@1sky.org  to tell us how your party went and how many calls you generated! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

 
October House Party Call-in Script 

Hi, this is ______________ with the 1Sky campaign.  I am leaving a message for the environment or energy 
legislative aide.  I am a constituent and live at _____ (address). 

I am calling upon Senator ______ to support a strong clean energy and climate bill that: 

• Maximizes clean energy jobs for America 

• Takes serious steps to cut global warming pollution as soon as possible 

• Transitions us away from coal and other dirty fuels of the past, and towards the clean energy of the 
future  

 

Thanks for your time and hard work on this issue. 

 

 

Background on October 24th Day of Action  

 

October 24, 2009 will be a “shot heard round the world” for the climate movement.  Our friends at 350.org are 
organizing an international day of climate action on this date, and at 1Sky, we’ll be joining right in – pressuring 
the Senate for US action so we can be global leaders.   A month before a critical round of UN climate talks in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, we will stand together with thousands of communities across the world to call for bold 
leadership from the U.S. and international decision-makers.   

Will your community stand up and be counted as part of the October 24 day of action?  As you start planning 
your October 24 event, be sure to consider creative action ideas, locations and photo opportunities, as well as 
logistical details, people and organizations to recruit, and inviting the media and elected officials to participate. 

All October 24 actions will have a banner to show visual support for bold action.  To send a coordinated 
message and show the power of our movement, we suggest “1Sky and 350: United for Climate” as a slogan.  
Visit www.350.org for additional materials and resources, and keep us posted about your plans at 
oct24@1sky.org.  We look forward to taking action with you on October 24!  


