1Sky Climate Movement House Parties: Getting started
Suggested goals for your house party:

• Watch 1Sky “Where we are and what’s next” YouTube video
• Bring together a group of people to form a 1Sky Climate Team that will participate in
actions together throughout the year building toward organized actions each month.
• Schedule a date and time for a planning session to prepare your first action as a
team (actual action should take place between 2/19‐2/27 while Congress is on
recess)
o Protect Clean Air Act meeting with congressional office (link to a website to
find offices?)
o If not near a congressional office, Protect Clean Air Act rally targeting your
Representative
• Have a good time! Food, beverages, and get to know you games are all good ideas

1. Set Things Up

• Make a guest list: Include family, friends, coworkers, and people from organizations
you belong to, such as your local place of worship. Ask for a list from 1Sky (email:
local@1sky.org to get a list)
• Set a date: We’re recommending January 15‐30.
• Pick a time and venue: To maximize attendance, we recommend holding your meet‐
up after 6 p.m. on weeknights or during the late afternoon on weekends. Consider
hosting your event in your home, your public library, local coffee‐shop, or other
public place.
• Attend the House Party Host call on Wednesday, 1/12/11 at 9pm EST or Wednesday,
1/19/11 at 9pm EST. Call number: 712‐432‐0075 code: 855149#

2. Recruit your Community
• Here are some tips on recruiting people in your community to come to your house
party.
• Remember, not everyone is connected to the Internet!
• Use this blurb in your description when recruiting people to come to your house
party:
“One really exciting way to influence the politics on climate is to attend a 1Sky
Climate Movement House party as a chance to get together and talk about how to
best influence your senators and representatives. House parties are a fun and
effective way to educate your community and begin planning for future actions. On
[DAY/DATE] [PERSON] is hosting one of these parties at [LOCATION] at [TIME].
Everyone will gather to discuss a plan of action in our area to protect the Clean Air
Act and help strengthen the climate and clean energy movement for the long-term.
[We/I] hope to see you there!”
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• PHONE: The single best way to reach people is by giving them a call. Put in some calls
to all your interested friends, and contact our field manager, Kimberly (email:
local@1sky.org) for a list of people in your area to call and invite. You can also
remind people about the event with a phone tree. TIP: Start with friends and family.
• ONLINE: Don’t forget to go to www.1Sky.org/Engage
• To register or host an event

1. On the right hand side of the page, click the “host an event” tab.
2. Fill in your information, your event info, details and the description
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3. Click “create event” tab
4. We'll add it to our national map, promote it throughout 1Sky's networks, and
send an event announcement to nearby supporters to help promote your
event.
•

To manage an event:
1. On the right hand side of the page, click the “Manage Your Event” tab.

2. Login to your profile. (Webpage will prompt you to make a login password if
you don’t have one yet)
3. Underneath “My Events”, click “Manage” next to the event you’ve planned.
4. On this page that appears, you may:
a. Click the title of your event to see what your event looks like online.
b. Click the Facebook login icon to share your event on Facebook.
c. Click “Edit Your Event” to change event information.
d. Click “Invite People to Your Event” to create an automated email
invitation for guests. Simply add your recipients email addresses in the
recipients field, fill in the subject field, and write a personal note from
you to the recipients in the message text field.
e. Click “Share Your Event”, then in the drop down box you may “Tweet
this event!” or “Share this event on Facebook!” by clicking the
corresponding link.
f. Click “Take action on Facebook!” to automatically create the event on a
Facebook platform as well.
g. Click “View and Contact Event Attendees” to message your attendees,
or download a list of your event attendees.
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h. Click “Manage Event Report Backs” to share how your amazing event
was! You may add a report, photos or press coverage!

Also, list the party on your community calendar or other local listserv.
• OFFLINE: Consider flyering (printing out information and putting it up in coffee
shops, your public library, and other meeting spots).
• PERSONAL: Email and phone all of your friends and co‐workers to let them know
about your meet‐up!

3. Figure Out Logistics

• Consider having food and drinks at your party, and refer to our sample agenda
attached to plan your program. You may want to invite your guests to bring food and
make it a potluck.

4. Download and Print Handouts and Materials

• Consider printing out our 1Sky Climate Team Story and Team roles’ docs. You can
find them at http://www.1sky.org/act/resources

5. Let Us Know How it Went!
• Once you have your meet‐up, let us know how it goes by following the steps below

so we can help your organizing efforts and learn ways to improve these gatherings!
1. On the right hand side of the page, click the “Manage Your Event” tab.
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2. Login to your profile.
3. Underneath “My Events”, click “Manage”.
4. Click “Manage Event Report Backs” to share how your amazing event was! You
may add a report, photos or press coverage!
Consider writing a guest blog about how it went and sending it over.

Don’t forget to take pictures or make a video of your party having fun!
When you hear those personal stories, it really makes a connection!

www.1Sky.org/Local

5

1Sky House Party: Sample Agenda
The best times to host a house party are in the evening during the week or in the
afternoon on the weekends.
Screening the 1Sky “Where we are and what’s next” YouTube video should stimulate
great discussion to segue into creating your local 1Sky Climate Team. If you can, we
suggest holding your event on a weekend so you have more time on your hands to fit in
a longer group discussion!
Below is a sample agenda for a weekday‐evening house party:
6‐6:15 Introductions over food and drinks
Each person should introduce his or herself and say where they are from, and
why they came to your House Party or are interested in climate change. Make
sure to have a sign‐in sheet so you can capture attendees’ contact information. If
it’s a potluck, this is a good time to being eating.
6:15‐6:20 Review the agenda and ask if anyone has questions or things to add.
6:20‐6:30 Watch video and discuss
Show the 1Sky “Where we are and what’s next” YouTube video and discuss
thoughts/feelings of the 1Sky Climate Team plan.
6:30‐7:15 1Sky Climate Team Story and ask
Tell the 1Sky Climate Team story (link to pdf or resources) and ask people to join
7:15‐7:45 Team Plans
● Once people agree to join the team, celebrate!
● If people are excited about particular roles in the team, encourage the
excitement but don’t worry about role assignment at this time (but take note of
who’s interested in what)
● Share the context of your first upcoming action as a team...the Protect the Clean
Air Act events
● Schedule a time to meet again for your first official planning session, and ask
someone new to host. Review and take note of any next steps that people
committed to and who took pictures/videos of your party.
● If near a congressional office, go ahead and assign a point person to schedule an
office visit for your team (again, actual congressional visit should take place
between 2/19‐2/27 while Congress is on recess)
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7:45‐8pm Wrap up
● Continue to get to know each other, eat, have fun, and clean up
● Make sure anyone that came late filled out the sign‐up sheet
After your party
Follow the directions below to tell us how your party went and how many calls
you generated!
1. On the right hand side of the page, click the “Manage Your Event” tab.
2. Login to your profile.
3. Underneath “My Events”, click “manage”.
4. Click “Manage Event Report Backs” to share how your amazing party was!
You may add a report, photos or video!
● Send a follow‐up thank you email/call within the next few days about next steps
●
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