
 

 

July 31, 2009 
 
Dear Senator: 
 
This fall, the U.S. Senate has the opportunity to pass clean energy and climate legislation. On behalf of 1Sky, our 
450 allied organizations, and targeted organizing efforts in dozens of states around the country, we thank you for 
taking on this historic challenge and urge you to pass the boldest legislation possible. A strong climate and energy 
bill has the potential to jump-start the American economy, create millions of new clean energy jobs, and prepare 
our nation to compete and win in a 21st century global economy, all while reducing global warming pollution. To 
accomplish these goals, 1Sky urges the Senate to pass legislation that will: 
 
 Establish strong performance standards for both new and old coal plants.  
 

• Close the loophole allowing coal plants to expand existing capacity without meeting current 
technology standards. Modifications resulting in a significant increase in carbon emissions must be 
subject to the same performance standards that new plants are subject to under the House-passed 
American Clean Energy and Security Act (ACES), H.R. 2454. 

• Ensure that the oldest, dirtiest coal plants meet up-to-date technology standards once they reach the 
end of their intended lifespan. Performance standards may be met through biomass co-firing, natural 
gas retrofits, efficiency gains, or carbon capture and storage when available at the required scale. 

  
Ensure that the climate provisions achieve a high level of science-based integrity.  
 

• Set strong short-term targets of at least 20% by 2020. A slow start over the next decade will mean 
playing catch-up later, not to mention less chance of a binding global treaty and more severe impacts 
on our economy and the climate. Achieving a 20% reduction by 2020 will be far easier than previously 
anticipated, and will maximize incentives for investment in the lowest cost emission reductions 
available. 

• To ensure that these emissions reductions are real, legislation must include stringent quality 
standards for carbon offsets and biomass emissions accounting. 

 
 Maximize clean energy jobs and investment in clean energy technology.  
 

• Enact a Renewable Electricity Standard (RES) and stand-alone Energy Efficiency Resource Standard 
(EERS) that ensure renewable energy deployment beyond business as usual, and energy savings 
that will take full advantage of available efficiency resources.  

• Require that one-third of the allowance value distributed to electric utilities be used for energy 
efficiency investments, which will reduce total energy costs for consumers.  

• Avoid free allocations to polluting industries, and instead maximize the number of allowances used to 
create clean energy jobs and train workers to fill them. 

 
Your support for these provisions will ensure a swift and prosperous transition to a clean energy economy. We 
look forward to working with you as you craft this historic legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gillian Caldwell  
1Sky Campaign Director 


